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Ernst Ria) (1830-1970). tlie %eroic" German niodernist pit\ 
I ~ l a ~ m e r  best lrlo\\n for the las t  modern llousing tonitruction 
program h e  directed in Franldurt a.hI. from 1925-30. spent his 
life crusading to -oh e the \\orld'q urban and housing problems 
through large scale planning.' 4s one recent iurxej of Ma!'. 
uorli plirdied it. hi< \\as a life con ti nu all^ in search of '.the 
grand cause."' \Ia\ struggled to find I orri~nissions that nent 
h e y d  the scale and .cope of mere arrlntecture. He longed to 
shape and control entire cities and their enxiron. in order to 
ensure the greater good of all people in iociets. 2Ut l~ougl~ Ila\ 's 
modernist \\ark in Frar~lfurt has been studied in-depth. man\ 
oi Ma,':: arid modern architecture's ideolugicd tenets 1)ecame 
more clearly focused ai  they developed o\er tirne and under 
different social and cultural circumstances.' Compriiing simul- 
taneousl, the longest phase of hi- career - near11 tx\entj 
Fears -. and the least htudird. Ila!'i ~zork as a German emigre 
in Urira from J a n u a ~  1934 to late 1953. proxides irriportant 
I-lues to arnhitions and trrnds in hi-. tareer. and modern 
architecture more generall~ .' 

The grographit all! and historicallj marginalized t ontext of 
\laj"s East 4frican uork allox\$ u i  to di*tinguiih the xar\ing 
influences of personalit\. I olonial context. and the larger trends 
of modern arthitec ture rnucli more clearly than through the 
canonical 1zo1-1' in Frankfurt. I n  expanded 1001, at his projects 
illu~niriates the tlrariiatic~ change* that occurred in high   nod ern 
architecture acrosi the cham1 of B orld F a r  11. It proxidei rich 
exidente for the transferrnt e of the centers of modern 
architecture out of Europe en route to a trulj "International 
Style." and makes clear the rich dixersity that uao possible 
x\ithirr the rrmlerrliit idiom \\hen expoird to arid interac tirig 
~ i t 1 1  different culture< and climates. B! inxestigating 4Iaj.o 
introduction of European ~noderri architecture into the colonial 
.\\odd of East 4frica v e  can more clearl, assess the role that 
modern arc,hitec*ture plased in the c~olonization and moderriiza- 
tion of the Third B orld. 

In 0rtolrt.r 1930. arguahl! at the  height of hi* career. RIa! 
resigned I l k  p o ~ t  as powerfu~ Stadtbaur(~t in hi< natixe 
Frankfurt in the face oi increasing criticism from tlir right and 
departed for neu chall~nges in the  Sox iet Union.' Three J ears 
later. after planning giant industrial tities in the still-emergent 
S o ~ i e t  1111ion. the practice of the Ger~nan architect and planner 
once again *topped in its tracks. RIay's rational. alrno~t 
mechaniqtic plani ior cities suc7h a i  hlagnitogorsh had been - .  
thwarted 111 depressed ecwnomic conditions. the inefiitientq of 
the Soxiet I onitructiori industq. and h j  Stalin's demands for a 
more home-gro\\n. traditional stjle of Soviet planning and 
art liitectu~e. I s  vould happen so often in his hie. RIay had 
been caught 1wt\\ee11 the shifting political. social. and cultural 
ideologies t l~a t  shaped the course of modern a rd i i t t~ tu re .  The 
architect', ideat. of uni\ersalisrn c~onstantl\ confronted I-ritical 
tendent ies tonards regionalism. tradition, and the search for 
diitintt national architectures. 

Still intent 011 realizing hii grand ideas of solxing the norld*. 
urban and housing needs through modern planning. Rlaj \tent 
in iearc 11 of other opportunities. Unable to return to his n a t i ~  e 
German!. no\\ under full control of the Uazis. and unmilling to 
folio\\ tlie lead of his C.I.A.41. colleague5 in emigrating to 
bourgeoib London or h e r i t a .  3 I q  quit hi* difficult norli in the 
hitter cold of Soxirt Russia and emigrated to tlie much 
romanticized tropic :, of Tanzania in equatorial East l f r i ~ a . ~  He 
\\as inspired in part b! the fabled adxentures of the German 
W orld B ar 1 il~ing-ac e and folk-hero Ernst Udet that represent- 
ed lfrica as a iiniple. uide-open territon remote from the 
prohlerni uf the known cixilized vorld, arid jet ext iting and full 
of potential for a fortyoexen year old still eager to realize his 
life'i anhitiom. In a c.ountrj \\here lions attaclied fl~irig aceb 
arid buahmen approached the steel birds nit11 ua r  paint and 
spears. life loolied liLe one big safari.? 

The radical nioxe frorri his position a i  one of the predominant 
cit! planner- of European modernism to that of a farmer and 
architect in the t ropic  of ,4frica \\as both a rejection of Europe 
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the d r ~  yrasilands 01 t l ~ r  interior. tlw firit Curopranc (Lerman 
111i-4ol1arie.) croiird I \ c I ~ \ ~  0111) in thr 18503. (;t~man\'s latt' 
entrj into thr  ccrlonial ~ t ruggle  dntl Britain". comparati\elj 
/ a i \ w z  four  ~dlilillistrdti\e doctrine in u r i ~ a  had left the 
territor, almost ~Iio11\ undexrlopcd. It was o111\ a f t r ~  thr  
tliic ( I T  r q  of the iourcc. of tlir Nilr in L a l ~ e  \ ictoria and the 
conrtruc tion ol the railroad from Rlo~nha-sa to the Lake l)\ 
Indian laboreri at the turn of the centurj that Iien!a and 
Taugdnji1.a began to he settled. h i t  Uric a. the mid-point of 
the (.apt.-to-Cairo road and railroad. soon bec ame a popular 
deitination for ernigrei and touriits. The  Vazi author harl 
Hanel au~nrnarized European aspirattons in East Urica in 1937: 

lfr i ta  is the 1a.t p1di.e (Raum) ~ l i i c h  is still open to 
Europe. Its ei onornic importance ( a n  scarcelj be o~e re i t i -  
rnated . . . It i,i the last economic lr\eling place . . . that tan  
prmide ior us the riches for vhich n e  h e  set up our 
rcononi! and \\hic.l1 uill not again gil e up  \\ithout a fight." 

Headlines from English l a n p a g r  publications proclai~ned 
sirnilarl! that lfrica an "'emerging colossus." that it uas  
""the stratcgic prize of the centurj." that this \\as "the centun, uf 
Ifrii~a."Io 

Ilthough Ma! and man) of hip architect colleagues ~ h o  
emigrated from Ger~nanj during thii period sought rnerel! to 
eit ape. man) of their destination~ Itere far from arhitraq: 
Japan and Turliej had been close allies of German! in the First 
LI orld LI ar. and Tanganjika uas  the iorrner colon) of German 
East Urica (1)eutsth Ostafrilta). The majorit! of Europeans in 
the territon Mere itill of German descent. and it had been d 

popular destination for Ger~nan emigration throu~liout  the 
Pi eimar Ieari." Ma\'\ neighbors formed a dope cornrnunit! 
and met regularlj in the all-nllitr club* of the nearbj tonn, 
exchanging neus from home. and R1a)'s two sons attended the 
small European school in their ;-lfrican home t o ~ n .  Ilthough 

stradfastl, identified ~ i t h  hi< C;er~nan heritage. this paper 
uill dernorlstrdte hou the Ifrican context caused hi111 to temper 
his earlier position that a universal or international architecture 
\\a; possible. To accornrnodate the neu climate. topopaph>. 
and i ulture. as uell as the racial. and economic disparitie- h r  
em ountered. Rlay resorted to a halante of modrrn ideas and 
older. more traditional paradigm-. 

a e r  his a r r i ~ a l  111 the port of Momhassa in 1934. Rlaj 
p u ~ i  hased with the rnonies he  had earned in the Sol iet Union a 
large piece of land in the town of Irusha. in the shado\\i of 
Alount IGlimar~jaro. For three rear> he concentrated all hi- 
effort- on g r o ~ i n g  coffee and fruit in thr  temperate highland< of 
British East &(a. He \+orlted mith great passion and ene rg  to 
de\ clop a producti~ e farmscape. cornpletr \\it11 a small I illage 

hi. had tlird to in~ti l l  in all Germans t l~ro~ie l l  11ii paitlt~n 
colonirs: "For the fir-t time I \ \ a \  a1)lc. not on11 to tlriign a 
srnall rcyiol~ on paper. but could cnganic all\ Aape  el enthing 
& W I I  to the wal1e.t detail: an  a c h i e ~  e~nent that u a ~  phjii( all\ 
cten~mdin;. but satislied me inlmeniel!."" This tleqile f o ~  
i ontrol and the al)ilit\ to shape an entile e m  ironmrnt. 
including ~ t s  inhahitants. lie* a t  t he  c e n t r ~  of \JaJ'i drn1,itions 
lor modern dr( hitecture. 

El er in +arch ot the "grand cause."' in 19.37 1no1 rd to ha i roh .  
the capital oi British East -Itrica. and operrrd a small 
d r ~  hitertural practice. Except for a t~ o-jear interment in South 
Africa a. an enerrij alien during K otld LI ar 11. Ma! Iruilt 
projec t. all o\er  Edst lfrica for the  next &teen jears." RIar 
adapted the hternatiorial Stile aesthetit to the ~lirndtic. 
rc onon~ic. and conptruction conditions of Ifrica. The  (olonial 
and nar-time contrxt limited h im almost cornpletel\ to locallj 
a\ailalrle 1)uilding materials and construction tec hrrologl. The 
tropical cli111ate forced Rial to  maximize the use of outdoor 
spaces. to include shade canopies and screens. and to prolide 
natural  ent ti la ti on for all rooms. 

Ilthough IlaI's architecture proxideq clear exarnplei of the 
tra~~,fo~rnation of canonical nlodernism a i  it emipated to the 
tropici. a richer understanding of this proce-s ib possil~le hr 
in\ estipting Ria) 's profession of choice. vhlch I\ as planning. 
not architecture. li he himself urote rathrr n ~ o d e ~ t l ,  in a serieb 
of letters f ro~n  the LV'%II internment tamp in Pretoria to his 
friend Lmib Rludord ,  .'rrlj architectural \\orb in East ltrica 
\\a< rathcr of the ind i~ idua l  t j pe  arid not of an? social 
bignificance." He later added: 

[I long to ] c.arr> out toxzn planning x\orlc on a large scale 
and of social imy~ortance . . . I a m  longing lor the rnoment. 
 hen. after m j  quiet period in Africa. I \\ill again ha l e  a 
chance to mount In! tonn-planning horse and ride into 
hattle . . .I4 

hIdj r e t e i~ed  hii chance to do battle uhen the Britiih colonial 
go\ errment in Entpbbe. Lganda. hired hinl in Jd~~uar!  of 1'345. 
men hefore the end of hostilities in Europe. to deiign an urhan 
rxtension st heme for nearb! Iiampala." 

Lgandd. like the rest of Eaqt Urica. had 11em colonized 
relati~rl! late. tovards the ~ e r j  end of the nineteenth centurj. 
Unlilie India and IVorth Llfrica. the cities here mere for t h r  nmst 
part a 11e1\. colonial phenomenon. unnecessar! for indiger~ous 
tribes ~ h o  \+ere large11 nonladic and h i l t  in imprrmanrnt 
matrrialb. Iiampala was the  largest city in ITganda. but still little 
more than a frontier trading toMn  hen \la\ a r r i \ e d . l T h e  
earliest British i m p r o ~  ements to  the  area had been the draining 
of snanlps to rid the area of the  tsetsr-fl) menace. The  first and 
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hlaj conceptualized Iiarnpala d grouping of nine inter- 
related settlements. each on its o\+n hill. In doing so he  drew 
from his earl\ nork a i  an apprentice to the garden citj architect 
and planner Rajmoncl 1111win in England. his first independerit 
planning \\ark in Silesia. the canonical Sledlungen in Franldurt. 
and elen his n r n  towns and urban nlasterplans in the S o ~ i e t  
U~iiori. '~ In each case Ma:, had worlied tovartlc a dissolution of 
the crouded metropolitan center into a looser tonstellation of 
satellites cities (or Tmhantenstadtc.). His schematic plan for 
harnpala proposed expanding infrastructure on the 601010 and 
Naguru Hilli. east of the existing d o ~ n t o ~ n ,  in order to allow 
for a doubling of the total populdtiori. to about 40.000. But Maj 
did more than rnalie room for the man! nen European 
immigrants ~ l l o  \\ere coming to escape war-to\%n Europe. Hif 
plan stands out as among the first in East Urica to in( lude large 
settlements for lon and middle-income ;lfricans and Asians. 
espetiall! those \tho had heen displaced in tlie expansion 
pro( P-3 and IIOM l i ~ e d  on the periphe? - hot11 suciallj arid 
ph! sicall>. 

The street plans and hou.;ing of RIaj's karnpala expansion 
scheme of 1947 re1 eal an informal and curvilinear plan with 
traditional pitched roof houses along winding. tree-lined streets. 

surrourided 117, greenbelts. [Fig.%] The plan is in the hest 
tradition of garden-citj and neighborhood planning a. it Mas 
practit ed in the B~itish colonies at the time in +ces like 
I\lairobi. Jerusalem. Ilanila and h ~ s t r a l i a . ' ~  -lltl~ough Maj's 
-(lienlatic plan for the tit! resembled earlier ideas of his. the 
harnpala btrert plan stood in stark contrdst to the rigid 
Zcdenbau planning technique that \la! had emplojed with 
increasing frequenc~ in Franldurt after 1929, such a i  in the 
project for the Siedlung Goldstein designed for the (' ~ e r n l a n  
Garden C i t ~  4ssociation in Franldurt. l l though conc ei\ r d  
prirnarilj out of toricerris for et onom!. h j  1930 I l a j  had 
conceptualized the Zezlenbau method of planriing as the 
exolutionaq end-stage of nlodern German citj planning. The 
t arefull! arranged. parallel rov s of lob -rise housing optirnized 
toit. densitj. solar orientation. and circulation. The j  srenied to 
offer an ideal means of proxiding modern housing for the 
rnasses.'O Ma:, had continued to use tlie Zeilenbau \\stem of 

planning in the Soxiet Ilnion. a* -ell as in his first larger 
housing project in Urita. the Delamere Flat3 apartment 
complex for middle-income Europeans in Nairobi. designed in 
1938. hut not built until 1947-51. [Fig.3] Laid out in parallel 
rim 5 .  these nine apartnient bloclt* 1% ere built of reinforc ed 
toni rete. outfitted ~ i t h  a xersion oi the standardized Franldurt 
l i i t~hen  and tlle firat full) enclosed plumbing in Eaqt Uric a.?' 
The resemblance to Ria?'. FranlJurt houiing was unniistaltablc. 

Iiampala \ \a\  seemingl! another opportunitj for RIa! to realize 
liii Me-long ambitions oi ameliorating tlle world's urban and 
houqing problems through modern architecture and Zeilenbnu 
planning. 1 hj.  then. did RIaj abandon his nlodern planning 
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ideas and re\ ert to earlier. more traditional. cunilinear garden- 
cit! and housing itleai in I\;ampala! The h i l l  site, his British 
go\ ernnient  client^. the consen a t i ~  e tradition of colonial 
urhanicm. as nell as the lack of pulrlic financing for most of the 
housing t ertairllj ma! ha\ e influenced him to turn to\\ ards a 
more flexible. organic plan. But Ma!. in the grand tradition of 
master-planners.  as notoriouslj stubborn in sticlung to his 
o\\n ideals in the fa( e of criticis111 and client pressures. I uould 
like to suggest instead that hlaj purposefullj rexerted to \\hat 
h e  considered an oltlrr. more traditional niethod of planning 
and architecture in order to create a didactic and symbolic 
landscape that M o d d  help lex el the d i ~  isi\ e social conditions he 
encountered in the Rritiill colon!. 

hla!'~ Marxist leanings led him to theorize that   nod ern 
architecture and planning \\ere thr  result of a long e\olutionar! 
pro(-esi of planning in Europe. He felt it was inappropriate to 
impose it too sltiftl! on a countr! arid people that liad felz 
urban traditions to build on. In the Soxiet Union. for example. 
he  had encountered ~ l i a t  he sam as a profoundly heterogeneous 
and "'prinliti\e" population that uas to inhabit hiq neu 
industrial cities. His urban plans thus prescribed onlj a gradual 
transition from more traditional. petit bourgeois concepts of 
housing touardf an inrreasingl~ collrctive and modern concept 
of architecture and planning. Hi> planning also included 
extensi~ e educational programs to teach Russians hou to l i le in 
a ' -ci~il izrd" nlanrier and reap the benefits of close, con~munal 
1ix ing. and horn heft to utilize a trulj functional architecture.?' 

Bawd 011 these experiences. nrote extensi\eh. if naixely. 
on the problerric of the colonial dudtion in lfrica he  hoped to 
solte. L)ra\\ing on argunlerith at least as old as those of Laugier 
and Rous.edu. hla\ h!pothesized that -4fricans. being closer to 
nature. iriitiall! needed a simpler. more natural architecture 
and planning. This. he lior~ed. rtould set in motion a process of 
acculturation. the faniiliarization \\it11 Western ideas. arid 
el erituall\ the irir ention of their oun f o r ~ n  of modern architec- 
ture. (,ontraq to tlir pictureque safari-like setting he  and most 

Cl~roprani co1iju1t.d U ~ J  al~orit the c o~~ t inen t .  \la\ iounil the 
\ituation oi the i11&~~11ou+ l)o~~uldticm to lw ~ ) r i ~ n i t i ~ ( ~  and 
tlrpreiiin;.-' 'I'l~e Utita hc~ \a\\ \ \a-  plqyied 117 licioui tril~al 
i$aridlc.. ~anijrdnl (hiease. i111 r rdd~ le  pot c3rt\. rleglrc t. and a- he  
<a\$ it, lrtlidlp. \ Id \  ant1 o t lm plarn~eri  ir~ E d - t  U ~ i t a  
cwl~plainetl that -\fricarr+ -eenietl to hale  little clwilr to -rttle 
prrmarientl\. ' \\hen the1 did qtd\ in towr~. the7 afforded 
tllem,sel\es onh crude ~iiutl huts nith nietdl roof*. \la\ 
h, potlre~izrd that only durmg the Idst generation of c olonial 
1 ontac 1. and onl\ in the c itiei. \\as it poisilde to detect an j  
+ipificant attpmpts h! the Uricani to strite for a higher 
itandard of li~irig that arc ompanied the adoptio~r of R eiterri 
~ a l u e s  and material product-.-' \la\ tried to uir  planning to 
encourage more liritaris to  iettle in the toun* and tlrerrhj 
stin~rilatc tht. econom!. auplent  the  l a lm for( e. antl e l e ~ a t e  
the Zfrican to enjoy ~ l i a t  he called '"a full sliart, in the dutiec 
antl benefit* of modern c i\ilization."'" Thr  urban expaniion 
that h l a ~  propwed h) prmiding decent housing at the urlrdri 
edge paralleled \Ia!'s earlier policies of u11)an diiiolution and 
det entralization. but ith more cornplev social structures. 

hIa!'s Kanq~ala plan uorlted toward the goal of urhdnizirig 
l f ~ i c a n  colonial societ, b, dddreqsirig three areas: social 
planning, ph,,ical planning. and architecture. On the first l e ~ e l  
of hot ial planning. MaTL M ah 1 on\ irit ed that Uricans ere not 
jet readj for the ar~onyrriit! of the large (*it! or Z ~ t l m b a u  
de~elopn~ents.  Planners first had to adjust their desigr~s to 
"offer replacements for the lost tribal association. [in order to] 
enahle [Itricans] to ad\ ante steadil! tonards higher standards 
of life."&- IIe souglrt to prolide a plan that would a l l o ~  
economic antl c ultural assiniilation of the d i ~  erse populationi. 
!et maintain a spatial and iocial segregation. Calling on his own 
e-qrerinlents in creating rural settlenlentb in Me&. his experi- 
ence shaping a srnall en~ironnient as an architect-farmer in 
Tanzania. and the latest theories of [Ueighl~orhood Unit 
planning espouied b j  Clarencr Pe rn .  Le\\is Rlurilford and 
Inanj English planners. RIaF proposed the meation of smaller 
sot ial units ~ i t h i r i  the  ox era11 tit!. including farlily. neighhor- 
hood. conirnunitj and to~1rihip:"sing a --Social and (,ultural 
Structure" chart in his p u b l i h d  plan, Ma! broke the city do\\n 
into a serit=s of nested group-. each group prmiding different 
forms of iupport. educational facilities. and comniunal go\ ern- 
nlent \\ith \\ hich people could identih . ' X i \  en more defined 
iocial bouridaries. Va! hoped Zfrit anq would he inhpired to 
fettle dorzn arid take more personal interest in their surrourids. 
much a i  the\ did in their ~il lages.  

On the second h e 1  ot urhan planning. Ma) zoned each group 
into their o\\n distinct hnilt de~eloprnentb with \\hich the! 
could aswciate. The  unit ersal planning s! stem Ria! liad 
developed in Germany and continued to ube in the Soliet 
Lnion. lmrt e~ er. was inappropriate for the social and racial 
d i~ers i t j  he sought to act ornmodate in 4frica. Utliough the 
So\ iet [Inion had featured d \zidr racial d i ~  ersity . So\ iet politics 
arid ideolog mandated c ollecti~ e and homogenized l i ~  ing 
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Ma\ set rniddle antl upper-class hian. and 4lritans on the 
eastern portion ot I\c~lolo and b g u r u  Hill. He projec ted a mix 
of rou. sen+detarhrd and detached houses ar~anged on both 
sides of the cuning. p e e n  street\. xer\ niuclr according to 

t ~ d d i t i o d  p r d e ~ i n  it\ idedl-. " Th'  h e s t  ( las-r.. oi vr icans  
I\ ere p l , ~  etl in the '-Nalia\\ a Setilt~nlrnt f o ~  Iti~lerant Lalmr." 
near thc, ir~duitrial area. FOI thew -Ifti( a11 lahorers Rldj plannrd 
ronc of inidll hut. a r o u ~ d  l a r ~ e  ope11 green s1)ac.e. IMerent  
I louir-t~lwi welv I J I ~ I I I I P ~  lor I l ~ t  1irlr)r- and for faniilic-. 
(:o~ilni~inal hit( hc.11. at I ~ I V  end of each rou uere  to p r o ~ i d e  
nouriihing meal.. orl\4iop, vr re  intended t o  furnish e~np lo j -  
nlent for thwe  not \\orl\ing in t l ~ r  industrial area. 4llotment 
gardc11i \+ere to beep \\orneil produc ti1 el\ hu- j  ~ l d e  nien \\err 
at \+orl, rlce~\llrre. l c  c ording to Ma\. this curitru. mi\ of 
nloclern arnrriitiea and x e r ~  t radi t i~~ia l  planning mould hell> 
Uric a115 urrdcrtahe their r \  olution from nomad to producti\ r 
citr (In eller. 1 new c rntral pad, pro1 ided pleasurahle anlenities 
\\hi( 11 \ \ o d d  **11ialir lilt of the Afiic an labourer richer. be\ orrd 
just ~\orlting to pro1 ide the hare ~lecesiitie. of life. [and t11ert.h 
prel ent the] rontir~uou* comir~g and goirig of lfrican lahour.^'" 
Cultural and educational iri~titutioni such as museunls. the- 
ater... cinemds and rxhihiticm buildings within the park were to 
sene.  in Mar "s words. "[as a I~ind oil propagantld . . . to 
contribute 1 e q  e?witiall! to prrparing [the] Urican rnassei for 
their future d e ~  elop~nrnt." I- 

The wgregation of different wcial groups according to their 
e\olutiorian, state also tooli place on tlle third l e ~ e l .  that of 
architecture. In his I<anlpdla plar~. Ma\ proposed a ~natrix of 
ardlitectural guideline< that suggested seleral different sized 
houses to a( ( o~n~ilodate the unique lixirig habits and etoriomic 
situations of each of thr. three dominant races in Kanipala. 
[Fig41 The European l~oucep \\ere b! far tlie largest. containing 
the functionall! \pet ific room tbprs on sel era1 l e ~  els. it11 
elegantl! curling dril ma! s. garape+ and s i n i m i n g  pools. The 
1sian or Indian l~oures uere smaller but contained a lariet j  of 
designated heclrtmni. liling rooms d b  %ell as a Ititchen and 
sanitan, facilities. The Uricm houses T\ere the  smallest of all 
antl contairied o n l ~  guieric. undifferentiated 'bRoorns." ~ i t h  
coolung and eating facilities on tlle xeranda. l h i l e  t h r  
European house? uere flat-roofed and Terj much in the 
adxanced modern s t~le .  the lsian and African houses. \\hi& 
would form the oxen\l~elming majorit! of housir~g in the nev 
settlements. mere traditional. pitched roof houses built using 
sell-help techniques. 

Intrnt on imprming the plight of the L2fi.icans. Va l  also inristed 
that hii  sltrtches for lfrican d\\el l i~~gs were on11 preliminar~ 
guidelines. Sint e the future character of the  nenl, deleloped 
area ~ o u l d  be large]\ drc ided b~ the qualitj of its architecture. 
\la> c2dk1ed on Sfricani to hepin the e\olution to\\ards their o\\n 
.-tjpical A U r i ~ a ~ ~  st!le of [rnodern] arc,liitrcture.'" and to do so on 
an economic Lai i~ .  in a rriariner that the! could aiford. He  
norhed to reintroduce -hat he defined as a simple. common- 
senie fur~ctionali.;m to U r i ~ a .  si~nilar in spirit to tlie buildings 
of the 1 e q  first European culor~ists vhom h e  admired. but no\\ 
\\it11 a rnoderri edge. His design- for the  natixe Sfrirans 
included a f ra~ned ~ o o d  hut %it11 innolathe. pre-fabricated cla! 
shinglei. and hut niade of prefabricated parabolic concrete 
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arch+ \\it13 a .rt of -tandardizrtl palrrl>. [Fig.5J Ironic ally. 
\\hilt. tlra\\irrg Iiouiri n e a ~ l \  idrntii a1 to tlro-e he had tlebignrd 
in Silrsia. \la\ urotcL. "European or other foreign nlotlrli 
should not I ) ( .  c opied [in Uric a]."" The Lllricani, hour \  er. 
re,jec.ted maJ'i driipn. prcv.i.el! 11ec anye the! v r ~ r ~ l ' t  Curopear~ 
or rno t l e r~~  enough! 

ITrl~an ~ ~ l d ~ i n i n p .  as it had 11ce11 throughout \ l q ' ~  career me1 ~ I I  

the proiect of   nod err^ architec.ture more generalh. na. wen a5 
a r~olitic al and yo( ial tool to henefit all l e ~  els of so( i e t ~ .  

4- paterdi-tic and lomantic as RIa7.'q approach to urhan 
plannirlg \+a&, i t  ua-  not a neu attitude in hia \\orli. It  I~atl. in 
fact. been latent in much uf modern Europran ardiitetturc. 
particularl! the social h o n ~ i n g  projects of Reiniar (,errnarn. 
Like so nran, motlern arc hitect. \+I10 spread the Internatiord 
St\le acroi- the \\orid. Rla! struggled to sort out the competing 
idwlogie. of uni~rr.dli-m and regionalism. niodernit~ and 
tradition. nioriumentalit~ and itandardization. Thc  rd i c  a1 

Fi,g. 5. "I-looh--on-Slnh" concretc panel  hutz Jbr .4&am. 194.i, from 
Buekschmidi. Ernsr .Ila\-. I U63. 

Belie\ ing he uas .enhiti\ el) respecting difference anlorig the 
three races' iocial and cultural habits. Ma! ditferentiated 
hetween the x ariuus groups at all 1el el< of planning rather than 
resorting to unilersal standards. In so doing. ho\\e\rr. he  \\a. 
also reinfort in$ a colonial hierarch) of rate and econornic 
potential. promoting a paternalistic polin of \itwing the h e s t  
classes of A%fritan societ~ as neediug European acculturation. 
nla)'s project of social engineering acquiesced to racial and 
economic segregation. 4 1918 master plan for Nairobi ex- 
pressed what ieemed to be tlie comrnori opinion among 
planners in Ea.t Urica, including Ria? : 

Ethic 'nucleation' [is] cornnrori in all t o ~ m  \\it11 a mixed 
population . . .. [Indeed] it is unliltrl\ that on the uhole. 
social groups \\ill riot tr! to distinpiili themsehes from 
one another h! spatial ieparatior~.'~ 

Although bepegation had ceased to he the official polic! in 
I<en)a in 1923. '-ethnic nucleation'^ uas  seen as inevitable and 
natural. Its practice exen amongst the local lfrican tribes 
reinforced the planers 0 ~ 7 1  te~~dencies .~ '  

Ma\ reinforced the euiatrng unuritter~ codei of racial, econonlic 
and architectural iegregation. hut he intended his plans to be a 
mechanism for the gradual il~tegration and ex en equalizatior~ of 
the groups. Hii ultimate goal I t a s  to assimilate and mahe the 
African9 a produehe part of a qegregated colonial societj. 1 s  
h e  stated in the openir~p page. of hi5 published plan. the 
underljing purpose of his worL \\as to '"de\elop the organized 
chic life of the lfrican yo that he ma\ graduate to full 
citizenship [anlong his European peers]."'0 The plan \\as: 

m i a l  di~ision. and t ~ o n o ~ n i (  disparities that RIay encourrterrd 
in the colonial I ontext of East Ifrica. iio\+e\er. help clarifh 
existing conilict> arid iuhliniated ideologies in his \\orlt. \i this 
analysis of the Ihnpala  plan has shorzn. 4laj did. a$ \+it11 so 
manj  modern architects after R T  11. temper his unirersal. 
modern de-igrrk to acltno\\ledge region. race. tradition and 
t ulture. I~nfortunatel\ \la! riel er receix ed another opportunit~ 
to plan cities in lfrica. R hen he  returned to help rrbuild his 
natile German! in 1953. his housing de\elopments once again 
reflected the more monolithic. modern European sot iety . 

NOTES 

I'he rlro5t cornprchensi~c sourer on Ria) (1886-1970) is still dustus Buck- 
~ c h m i t t ' ~  rathcr nr~critirdl and desrripti\c official biograph!. Einst IIILJ. 
Bauten und Plnnunprn xo1.l j t u t t p r t :  Uexandrr lioch. 19L3). ih \la!-'- 
Frankfurt work w e  rsprciall! C:hristiari Rlohr and Michael Ilullrr. Funlitionrr- 
litiir und Jlodevne. /)us \cue Frc~nlifivt und seirrr Buut(,r~. 192.7-10.3.'; 
(Colupnr: Rudolf Rliiller. 1984). See also Barbara Rliller Ldne. drchzrecture 
und Politics in Gerinun~. 1918-1935 2nd ed. (Cambridge. Rluss.: Ha r~a rd  1 P. 
1985). The l l~ i i l l i l l r~n Cng-clywdiu of-lrchirects is marred h! factual and 
dating errors. 

would likr to thank Rlar! RlcLcod. Susan IIenderson. Diane Stla\\ and 
anun!mous reatlrr$ horn the :\CS-\ for reading earlier drafts of' t h ~ ~  paper and 
olfering ir~itructi\e insights. 

".Lebenslang fiir dir .grope Sachr.: Ernst Rln)." special issue ol' Buuueli 77:2H 
(Jul! 2.5. 19M). 'l'hc phrase '.cine gropr  Sache" are $la) '* owr~ \\ords to 
descrihr his aspirations. :UI translations from the German are m! iwn. 

' S r c  Susan ROW I-lrntirrson. '"'I'hr n o r k  of Ernat Rla!. 1919-IC):30." Ph r )  
Dissertation (Columbia L~iiber-it!. 1990) fur an in-depth look at \la!'> 
housing rxperimcnti in Silesia before h e  came to FranMurt. and \aluatrle 
insight?; into thr lorrgc\it! and changes i n  hia!'s architectural thirlliing. 

' Eckhard Herri.1'3 r,dalogrrr Errisr .Iluv. .4rclriirkt und Stndiplannrr in .+ih.rr 
19.14-1953 (1;ranldurt: Ucutir.hc> .-\r~.hitt:ktur \Iusrurn iE- n asmuth \ rrlag. 
XKIl) acrornpnnicC thi. first c o ~ r r p r r h m s i ~ e  cxhibit at  the 11.~4.Rl. or1 r~eul! 
di>co\rrrd and ncul! a r q u i r ~ d  dra\\ings. photograph:. and ~ ~ r r s o n a l  lrt trrs 
related to Rid!'-. .Ifrican pcriod. W ~ o u g l l  published after the [~rinrdr! 
research for thir ftu~l! wns completed. Herrcl's narroul! focused. documrnta- 
n nork tiors not suhstnrrtiall! duplicate results of this stud!. \\hich looked ti) 
a wider range 111' publication.: and letter> to contextualizr hla!'s work morr 
deepl!. 
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'' 0 1 1  the I~i>tor! 01 I , k t  Uri,,a srt, for e x m ~ p l ~ ,  k c r ~ n t ~ t l ~  Irrgha~rr. 1 H i> /o [~  01 
Eusi /4/ncc1 211d ed. I l . o r ~ d ~ ~ r ~ :  IL.~)ngrrran~. 1011::): \\.l<.F. l a r d  .~n,l l..\T. 1 hitc. 
Lust .Ifnin: ' 1  Centur? uf( 'hange 1870-1'270 (Ntw 1 ark: Urii drr,~. 1972): and 
the, short tlistories irr The )>ar Uouli uncl ( ; u i ~ l ~  / u  Lnst If;-irrr 19.50 rd.  4. 
C;nrdorr-Kro\\n. ed. iLnridon: Srrmpson. Lo\\. RJarito. 195tl). 

' ( ) u ~ ~ t e d  from Karl F1ir11,l's I oni .Su~fr~n x r n  h'up (Lcipzig: (;ul~lrnarr. 1939).  a 
pircr of Nazi pnipaganda dot.~rnrcntir~g till, hibtor! of all the East Afri1,an 
I rd<~riirs. and Gerrmn!'~ 311prri11r al~ilit! to rxploit and take atl\antagr of t l ~ e  
potential. 

"'5ec for example \!.I). Hnbbard. '.Urica F:rnt.rginp fronr Hi*tvr!." Current 
111~1on. 2 8  (June 1928):  -112-M5: ,A. Grabouski. rt '11. "ihrrtinent ol' Loot." 
Living . 4 p  348  (Rial 1Q:i.;): 21 1-221: 11.T. IAN. " r l ~ t ~ i ~  i> .Urica'> (2eritufi.*' 
Rotarian 7-1 (Ian. 1 '+LO): 17-2 1 : Ii. Da\ idso~r. " G i c a :  Enirrgng COI~SSIIF." 
\orion I 7 3  (Sept. 8. 1951): 187- 18U: (;.W. Hrrnld. "ktrird. Strati.g~,. I'rize of 
Crntur!." r,..\. Uorld 0 (I:eb. 1932) :  17-20. 

I '  Orre rrpnrt claim> that iu I 939  t h r r r  \\ert. 2.50!1 (;rrrnans out oI a total of 
0.tlUO European;. l i~irrg ;I] Tanzania. and that t ~ e n  is]  1017 ttlr! were still 
treated v i t h  suspicicm for Nazi s)rnpathics. Ser Iloroth! Huxton. "German 
Settlers in l'angan!ika." Thp Contrvnl~orc~r\ R i G w  178 (1)t.c. 1050) :  35t:- 
301 . 

On thr colorful. pionerr-lilzr existenw r ~ f  life d b  arr emipri farmer in northern 
Tangan~ih' l .  see the rnen~oir> of Fritz \ eit. l om P w ~ s r r  Ro t z  ;urn 
Krlimctndsrharo iPfafl'enhofen/llm: Urikti. 1'171). Althmyh h r  does not 

" hla!'s most well k n m n  Itrican projwt* ar r  drwrihed irr H~rre l ' s  Crnst Jlaz-: 
in Buekachmitt. Ernst lltr\-. 79-1 06: Ma!. . . b u r n  in Ostahlia." Ruuz~~r l t  44:6 
iFeb. 9, 1953):  104: anti rlerre* IToldrr. '.Ye~re Bauten \on  Ernst \ la\  in 
Ostafriha." lnr~endekoru~iun - .-lrchi/ek/ur und II ohnjtl-m h l  :I ( 1  0 5 3  1953): 
1-17. kla!'a wurk ,IIW appeared frrquer~tl! in London prrindicali because of 
hrn!a's status as a colou!. and in h i > .  r r~apzinrs .  brcar~sr  V;I!'s son. Klaus 
\la!. \ \as ;in architectural studerrt in Zurich in t h r  10I1I~. 

" Information or] the. Karnpala p l m  takcrr lronr Ma!. X q ~ r ~ r t  on /hc~ K u m p l u  
Gtent ion  S c h ~ m e .  Knlulo-.1(1puru. pl-qmrr~l,fi~l-  th13 Ip t~nt lo  pua~rnment  hx C. 
Ilnz . . . S P ~ .  19J7 (Yairohi 1048).  Thi* plan \ \a> to a large extent 
burnmari7ed in Ma!. "fiauen in Ostalrika." 104-111: \la!. "liampala 'l'o\\n 
t'larrning." -4r-chiti,r/s' )eu~-huok 2 (1047):  .50-f13: \la!. 5 t ad t ehau  in 
Ohtufrika." Die n m e  S/cltit 4 (1,'th 1031):  fill-04. rrprintrd in Plan (Zurich) 
t1:5 (>ept.-Oet. 19tO): 101-168. though all rcfcrmces herein are to the 
C)rr~ier. See also hl,~us Ria!. " S t i d t r p l a n ~ ~ r i ~  irr Uparrda (Ost-Urika)." Ua< 
11rk .  .'B r r k  Chronik" 31: I (Jan. 19-19]: 8-9: arril the clipping "hampala-of- 
thr-0-Hills." Eaut Ificcrn Sir~ndnril  (Nairol~i) n.d. in Rls! Yachlap. Deutsrhr i  
4rr.liitrktur hlu>t:urn. I'rankfurt. 

l 6  harnpali~ W-ICY~ prinraril! ;I> ;I C I I I I ~ I I ~ I I  tr '~dis~p wntvr  for tlw t~intt:rIarrtls. d 

trarisfc'r an11 proi.r-+irrg ilatiilrr for apr i~~uhura l  produrth hnurrd lor he r l ! ;~~~  
pnrti a n d  orr 1 1 1  r r~c t rny~~~ l i tm  I.:npland. ( ) T I  the rclat~nrr of r~~lorcial  ~ ~ r o ~ l u ~ ~ t r ~ ~ r r  
tn tlrv I .uri~p~,ar~ " r ~ r t ~ l r c ~ ~ i ~ ~ l i t a r r ~ ~  wonorrr! >tw Antl~or~! I\ir~g. 1 r h n i s ~ n .  
Col~mt~rlra~n. ~ r n d  the II r d d  L ~ o n o l n ~  ( I . ~ I I I ~ I I I I :  Iioutledgr. IOO!)). Ch\erri- 
nierlt a~rtl  arln~inistroti\c funi t ior r  I;lr lgarida 'rrrd Ihampal,~ u c r r  ccrrtcrcd in 
nearh! Elr~tctlbr. orr the  short,* 0 1  I.alir. \ i~.tnri:~. Or1 thC image ot' the fronticr 
tmr r  FCC \\ illiarn F. I3ar1!1L\\~i. '.Siprlaturcc of  Fi111r (;encration. of I rb'iri 
I'larrrrirrg in Kairohi. hr~~!a. ' .  k~umct l  ?/ Lcrst :lfric~~n Rc,si,trrrh CV I)ei.elr~l~- 
mr,r!/ 211 ( IOW):  180-2(lI, 

I i a rnp~ la  had bccn r awt t rd  as  n to\\r~slrip in IOtIO. ; r r d  onl! a~ ,h ic \c t l  t h e  nwrr  
indnlwrrdcrit stat116 of rnur~i~.ipidit! in 10 13. l'rior to that it \\as atlminiaterrd 
and finanwd I-)! tht. IJri~tri lur;~tr  go\c,rrrnlrnt In Errtrhlw. S r e  Aidari \\. 
iSouthall ti t 'rtrr C,utl<irrd. T i ~ ~ r . n , ~ n t ~ n  III t h ~  Ilirliing Kctmptrln trnd its Suburbs 
East -\l'rirarl Str~dit:a. IIII.') i l ior r~f~~i la :  Enat Alricarl In-titute of h i a l  
Rescnr t t~ .  1XO) 1. karnl~ ,~la  \\as *nnt r t l~ i r~g 01' . ~ r i  arrolrial! a* ari ilricarr cit!. 
as it 1\43 s i t ~ l a t d  ncxt to thv in~lrpcndent African to\\n of K i h u p  capital of 
the  Bugarrd,~ tribe and scat of 11.11. tht. hahnka. i l t l~ougli  Br~ganda chief's hod 
beerr lo l ,a td  on \ a r i o~ t - .  hill; 01 the .ma bmcc thr l ihh wrltur!. the Kibupt 
\ \as rstahlit.hed in IIM; a> hec~dyuartcrs for thi? tribe. O \ r r  time ,i dual lit! 
r \o l \ed .  nc~t ~ ~ r i l i k c  other r rcnrh  antl Kriticll ~ ,o lor~ia l  vitir?: Kampala 
prirnaril! fur Eu rop~~ in : .  arid \sranb. and Kibufn cxrlrrsi\rl! for Uricans.  Scc 
. l idan hu tha l l .  "Kampala-Rlmgl,." i l l  The Cii? In I l o d ~ r n  .?frica. rd.  Horalw 
AJiner (NPM ko rk  1907) 297-3132. rql .  302. h u t h a l l  diffcrentiatrs Kampala 
from tht= t!pical rri~,ial and lr!gienii. srporation wcl~rrirrg in other colonial 
dual-cities .rr(,h as Rluror.i.o. Cairo or Ik lh i .  He claims it M a s  morr  -'politi(.al." 
part of a rrntural "'localiz,~tior~ of' cthr~ic intrrrst>" u m m o n  to ~ i t i e r  all o l c r  
world. I r r  the c~lse  of Kampala. thr ba lar~cr  of p \ \ r r  waa .'rnnre equal" than  in 
most (,itjes. because of the ponrr  of thr Bugarrda tribe. Cutkind cstirr~ates that 
the  Kihuga had a popuLttion nl' a r r ~ ~ r n d  32.441 in 1011 and thrrefor \\as 
considcrabl) larger that1 the E~lrope;~rr Kampala. though almost rorrrpletrl! 
separate. .See Southall & GutLirld. 7'111r.nsrm.n in the Ilofinp. h: and more 
rtrcntl! i3onald T. \ l a l i n o ~ L i .  .~ ' \  histor~cal E\olution of Lrhenization and 
To\vrr I'lCinrring in  L p r d a . "  R1 1 thcsic. 1 ni\. ol' Rla~ritobc iR inr~ipeg 1980) 
93-1. 01' Karr~pala's 24.203 irrhahitants i n  I0M. (;utkir~d maintains. 1.297 
wcrc European*. 10.821 wrrr Ai iar idndian~.  arrd 11.905 wcrc Uricans.  The  
majorit! of 4fri1.au.: l i \ d  In thv hibupi.  51.e Southall & (htliilid. Tc~u:nsrneri 
in the. llakinp. 7-8. 

I' 1930 \%as rathrr late x \hm cornparcd to othcr Hritiah colonica and a sign of 
L8ganda's rclatixc ba rkxa rd~ i tw .  S r r  Rlirarn>. K ~ I I I I ~ ~ ~ L :  Iieport on the, To11.n 
Planing unrl Dc~~~eloprnrnt  of. . . 2 \ 01,. (Er~trbbe: Go\i~rnrnent l'rintcr. 19:30). 
and thc slimmar! o f  Rlirams in herrdall. 7;mx Planning in I g i ~ n d a .  Rlir,crrri 
had  spent srxrral dr~ ,adt -s  uorkinp as a colonial plannrr in India. r a p r ~ i a l l ~  i l l  

Romba!. I i r ndd l  notes that prior to Rlirami' plan de&iorrs relating to urban 
de\e lopmrnt  in liorrrpala had bren r ~ t h r r  ad h w .  "rather surprising" h r  
claims. airice in Jerusalerr~. \lala!a. antl 'l'urke! t c i \ \ r l  phnb  had  hecn proposed 
much  rarlicr. 19. RIiram; irrcl~rded i~ll'rastrurturv such as running \\atrr. 
electricit!. and roarls. and prol~owtl building codw and use-based zoning 
orilir~arlces to pr rvrnt  diwahi.. to c,or~tn)l urban >prd\\l and to segregate the 
various popnlationb. . \n th~~u!  hirrg. (.oltmid (r0un Drr.rlopnrnr: ant1 Philill 
D. Crrrtir~. ' ~ 2 l d i c a l  I\no\\ledg~, and Iirtran Plannir~g i r ~  Tropical V'rira." 
rlmericc~n H i s ~ u n  Kerielc 90:3 (June  I Q89):  59  1-11 13. 

'') Src  1l.K. Homr. ai tour^ I'lanrring arrd Garder~ Cities in t h r  Br~tieh C:olnniul 
Empire 1 W (1-1 0-10." Plnnnmg I 'rrsp~ctii .~s 5: I ( IOOOi: 23-37. bla!'s Kampala 
plan \+as done before tht. 1948 British TUHSI  I'l,~rrning  act that centralizrd 




